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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
        The Northeast Region Venturing Officers are hard at work, tackling 

one goal at a time! Since May, we’ve had 6 consecutive months of 

positive growth in each of our Areas. Additionally, we’ve had five new 

Council Venturing Officers’ Associations form and several are in the 

process! Read below for more about some of the projects we have the 

works!

        Currently, we’re working on reevaluating how we communicate 

information from the Region down to the crews themselves. We’ve 

created feedback forms to send to our Area Venturing Officers and the 

Council Venturing Officers. With information from these, we’ll be 

taking suggestions from the people we serve to improve our efforts in 

ways we may have never thought of. As a second piece of this 

communication-oriented initiative, we’ll be reaching out to crews from 

all over the Northeast Region and inviting them to learn more about 

who we are and what we do, as their Region Venturing Officers’ 

Association, on a “State of the Northeast Region” conference call. If 

you’re reading this, you’re invited, so please stay tuned for more 

information!!

        One of the focuses of the Venturing program is personal growth, 

so one of the other projects we have on our plate is looking into how 

being involved as a member of a Venturing Officers’ Association (at any 

level) positively affects our youth. We have reached out to previous 

officers to see where they are now, whether that be college, the 

military, the workforce, etc. At this point, we are compiling our data to 

formulate a document showing the benefits of having a Council 

Venturing Officers’ Association to send out to scout executives.

        December marks the halfway point in our terms, as Region 

Venturing Officers, and I’m thrilled to see what the rest of the term 

holds for us! Thank you to all the Area Venturing Presidents, my Vice 

Presidents, and our wonderful advisors for their hard work and 

dedication! I wish you all a safe and happy holiday season!

Katelyn St. Louis

Northeast Region Venturing President
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       Mary has been Associate Advisor of 

Communications & Administration for Crew 911 

Nashua, New Hampshire in Daniel Webster 

Council. She is also a certified Kodiak Course 

Director, hoping to run her first course this 

summer. Mary is also a nurse practitioner and 

certified in wilderness first aid. Having attended 

Zenith and VenturingFest 2018, Mary is very 

excited to work with all Venturers across Area 1 

and cannot wait to see everyone at Ex3 and 

Zenith!

        Jerry has been in Scouting for many years. 

He is an Eagle Scout, Vigil Honor member of 

Pennacook Lodge, a District Award of Merit and 

Silver Beaver Recipient. He serves on the 

Executive Board of the Spirit of Adventure 

Council, which he has done for the past four 

years. Jerry has also been an Assistant 

Scoutmaster for nine years and now serves as a 

Scoutmaster, which he has done for the past 

three years. Recently, he was the Subcamp 

Chief of Subcamp 1 at the 2018 Massachusetts 

Jamboree. Jerry cannot wait for our Area 

training event Ex3 and annual Zenith!

Samantha Troiano

Area 1 President 

Area 1: Welcome to 
Our New Advisors

     The Northeast Region Area 1 is very excited to introduce our new Associate 

Advisor of Program, Mary Bacon and Associate Advisor of Communication 

Jerry Cross.
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        The Weekends of September 14th to 16th and October 19th to 21st, 

Venturers and Scouts from across Area 1 took part in PowderHorn Course in 

Daniel Webster Council. On October 21st, all participants completed their 

PowderHorn Award at the Griswald Scout Reservation. The PowderHorn 

Course is a High Adventure Course designed to introduce Venturers and 

Scouts to various high adventure activities, which they can bring back to their 

home units. It also gives participants experience with the activities so they 

may effectively run their own adventures safely. Some of the topics of the 

Daniel Webster Council course were Backpacking, Bouldering, Canoeing, 

Hiking, Kayaking, and Shooting. All of the activities demonstrated a different 

type of adventure and showed how participants are able to plan an adventure 

similar in their home units. The staff were absolutely fantastic and always lent 

a helping hand. PowderHorn is truly a eye-opening glimpse of the experiences 

and adventures offered in the BSA. It was a truly life-changing experience for 

all.

Ian Arnold

Area 1 Vice President of Communications

Area 1: PowderHorn
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        Northeast Region Area 1 hosted our annual program event, Zenith, at Lone 

Tree Scout Reservation in Kingston, NH on the weekend of April 27-29, 2018. There 

were about 130 in attendance, which breaks records for Area 1. The event featured 

many trainings and activities. Significant activities included a Blind Canoe 

Teamwork Challenge, a Cub Scout Challenge Course, and Dutch Oven Cooking. 

Saturday evening ended with an exciting campfire program, which was fantastic. 

The event featured special guests Michael Conroy, the 2017-2018 Northeast Region 

Venturing Vice President of Communication, and Robbie DiBiagio, the Northeast 

Region Venturing Advisor. The event went smoothly and everyone had a great 

time.

Penelope Fiaschetti

Area 1 Vice President of Administration

Area 1: Zenith

        This coming year, Area 1's Zenith will 

again take place at the Lone Tree Scout 

Reservation in Kingston, NH. This year’s 

theme is the Amazing Race. Zenith will 

take place from April 26th to 28th. Area 1 

hopes to see everyone back again this 

year and cannot wait to begin the Race!
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        Area 2 has been very successful in beginning the new Venturing year. 

Since September, the AVOA finalized dates for area planning meetings, as 

well as began to put into motion our training event and APEX. We are working 

with our councils to establish regular communication with CVOAs. 

        Come join us for our annual training event, Ignite! The event will be held 

on February 9th at Ernest T. Seton Scout Reservation. It will be a great 

opportunity to get training that pertains to rank advancement. Stay tuned for 

details on how you and your crew can register! Will you Ignite the adventure? 

        APEX, our annual Fellowship Event in May is in the workings. APEX is a 

wonderful opportunity for you and your crew to get involved in Area 2 

Venturing. We have had very positive feedback in the past few years. Be sure 

to be looking out for details, we’re hoping to have large attendance this year! 

You won’t want to miss it!

        Area 2 takes to Instagram! To stay informed on updates, and events follow 

Area 2 on Instagram: @area2ner. We also have a Facebook group with more 

than 450 members: Venturing - Area 2 (Northeast Region BSA), and an active 

Facebook page with over 150 likes: Northeast Region Venturing Area 2! All in 

an effort to establish stronger communication links to not only our Councils, 

but to each and every Venturer in our Councils.

        We’re looking forward to a great Venturing year, with many great 

memories to come!

Matthew Sherman

Area 2 Vice President of Communications

Area 2: APEX and Ignite
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        Area 3 has been planning some very 

exciting events for 2018-2019, but one of the 

amazing events that has happened recently 

was the Five Rivers Council eVent, held at 

Camp Brulé in Sullivan County, Pennsylvania. 

While many crews from Five Rivers Council 

attended, we also had crews from Baden 

Powell come and partake in the weekend's 

festivities. The theme was Aeronautical 

Adventure, with many different aviation 

themed games and activities, such as the Red 

Baron Slingshot, and Bottle Rocket 

Competition. 

        Along with the fun themed activities and 

competition, the gun range was open, with 

rifles, pistols, and black powder available to 

try. The COPE course was also open, with a 

giant climbing wall, as well as an adventure 

course, with a selection of obstacles to make 

your way through! They finished off the 

activities with a movie night, and the winners 

of the Red Baron Slingshot competition got 

first class seating. And everyone got to take 

home an awesome custom patch to show 

that they attended! Still doubtful of how fun 

this event was? Take a look of some of the 

awesome pictures that were captured and 

behold the awesomeness of the Five Rivers 

Council eVent!

Kylie Simkins

Area 3 Vice President of Communications

Area 3: Five Rivers eVent
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        Engage 2018 was held on October 19 to October 21 at Camp Mountain Run 

in Bucktail Council. Engage is NERA4 VOA’s training event for youth and adults 

who are registered with the Boy Scouts of America and are Venturing age.  This 

was a great time where Venturing scouts made new friendships with other 

scouts while participating in trainings for the award levels they are working on, as 

well as other trainings. This year we offered Introduction to Leadership Skills for 

Crews, Goal Setting and Time Management, Project Management, Mentoring, 

Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills, Wilderness First Aid, Working with 

Generation Z, and How to Recruit & Putting Wow into the Program.  There were 

41 participants at Engage 2018. Scouts headed home with trainings completed, 

as well as with friendships with other from across our area.   Several of the scouts 

that went to Engage said they enjoyed it and are looking forward to Quad.

        Quad 2019 will be held on May 3 - 5 at Camp Mountain Run in Bucktail 

Council. Quad is Area 4 VOA’s exciting event were Venturing scouts come 

together, relax, and have a good time with other scouts.  The theme for this year’s 

QUAD is “Break into Area 4”.  A lot of scouts like Quad because it is a time for 

them to try new activities and make new friends. When scouts head home from 

Quad, they are excited to tell their friends how much fun they had at a scouting 

event. In the past, the scouts said that they absolutely loved it and can not wait 

for next year’s Quad.

Heather Nichols

Area 4 Vice President of Communications

Area 4: Engage and Quad
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        Connect is the yearly training event run by the Northeast Region Area 6 VOA. 

This year, like last, we ran training sessions geared towards youth and adults. The 

youths day started out learning the purpose of Venturing Officers Associations, 

continued with learning and discussing different recruitment methods, the ins 

and outs of event planning and also how to communicate with large groups of 

Venturers. The youth concluded their training sessions with a presentation on the 

importance of teamwork within Venturing. The youth that were not taking those 

trainings were getting the award required trainings. Goal Setting and Time 

Management was presented by the Area 5 President Ryan Osterlind and our 

Northeast Region President Katelyn St. Louis, Project Management was 

presented by the National Capital Area Council VOA President Amy Germer and 

the Venturing Mentoring Training was presented by Area 6 Advisor Mitch Candy. 

While the youth were busy across the field the adults were training and 

discussing on topics including the Roles of Advisors, Keeping the Youth 

Motivated, Family Scouting, and Leaders of the Future. The night was ended with 

a good old fashioned game of Venturing Jeopardy which was won by Delaney 

from Baltimore Area Council. All in all the event was an awesome time to learn 

and network within the area.

Laura Herbig

Area 6 Vice President of Communications

Area 6: Connect
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        “The Council Venturing 

Journey to Excellence carries 

importance for the Venturing 

program by helping our 

Venturing Officers’ 

Associations with event 

planning, performance, and 

recognition. 

        Submitting these 

applications encourages the 

various levels of scouting to 

reward the success of our 

crews, districts, councils, areas, 

and regions." 

        Council JTE forms are due 

February 15, 2019. Submit 

yours today!

Journey to Excellence

Venturing Leadership 
Awards
        Venturing Leadership Awards are 

awarded to exceptional youth and 

adult leaders who hold a position on a 

council, area, region, or national level.

         Do you know of a leader in 

Venturing who has done a spectacular 

job in their position and exemplifies 

the spirit of the Scout Oath and Law? 

Submit a nomination now! Deadlines 

vary so submit yours today!

        Find more information on VLAs 

and the nomination process at: 

www.venturing.org/vla.html

DUE FEBRUARY 15TH
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        This time of year, I always sit back and realize how blessed 

and thankful I am for all the amazing youth and adult volunteers 

we have in the Northeast Region. This fall was jam packed with 

new opportunities, Area events, meetings, and overall wonderful 

experiences meeting new people and reconnecting with old 

friends. 

        I was attending an event a few weeks ago where I had the 

pleasure of listening to a Venturing President give a speech about 

how thankful she was for all the opportunities Venturing gave her. 

How Venturing was and is what she looks forward to and how the 

events she supports and attends really gave her an outlet for 

growth. She even said her friends got involved after hearing all her 

amazing stories! 

        That’s why we do what we do. Whether we are a youth leader 

in this program or an Advisor supporting the vision, we are here to 

give those once in a lifetime experiences to help build character 

and develop leadership skills through adventure. I am so thankful 

for your unwavering dedication to this program. 

        Thank you to all those youth leaders, advisors, professional 

scouters, friends, and family who help support us in what we do. 

Each of you are incredible and I’m so thankful for what you do 

every day. I can’t wait to see everyone again on the next 

adventure. 

 

Scout me in!

Robbie DiBiagio

Northeast Region Advisor

Advisor's Corner
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        We ask that you keep them in your thoughts and prayers.

The Northeast Region VOA would like to extend our deepest 

condolences to the friends and family of members of the 

Scouting community who have recently passed away.

In Loving Memory
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Check out what's coming up in the Northeast Region!

Upcoming Events


