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Hello Northeast Region, 
 
I want to thank you all for an amazing year of Venturing in the Northeast 
Region. From new and exciting program events, to meaningful research into 
helping membership, this year was big.  
 
I would like to thank all of the VOA Officers and Advisors, especially Matt, 
Sarah, and Katie as well as Christine, Robbie, Bob, and Cara for all of the hard 
work they did this year. 
 
It was an honor serving as the Northeast Region Venturing President for this 
year, and I hope to see you all at the Region Conference this June! 
 
Lead the Adventure. 
 
Sincerely, 
Erik Saderholm 

President’s Message 

   

Apply to be a Council Officer for the 2017-2018 Scouting year! 
 Are you a youth looking to make a big impact within the Venturing community? Do you 
want to further develop your leadership skills through amazing experiences and 
opportunities? If so, a position within the Venturing Officers’ Association (VOA) could be 
exactly what you’re looking for. Region and Area positions for this year have already been 
filled, but keep them in mind for next year! For more information, visit: 
http://scoutingwire.org/apply-now-join-venturing-officers-association/  
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On Sunday, April 2, a committee of 10 Venturers from across the Northeast 
Region interviewed three highly qualified candidates for the position of 
NER Venturing President. The results are in, and we are proud to offer our 
congratulations to Ripley Price, the 2017-2018 Northeast Region Venturing 
President! 
 
Ripley hails from the Hawk Mountain Council in Area 6, where she 
currently serves as the Area 6 Venturing President. She is a member in 
Crew 5.14 in Pennsylvania. As the Northeast Region Venturing President, 
Ripley looks forward to preserving and continuing the work done this past 
year by the current Northeast Region Venturing President, creating an 
interactive region-wide Venturing program guide, and redesigning the 
NER webpage to make it more user friendly. 
 
Please join us in congratulating Ripley Price! 

Introducing the 2017-2018 Northeast Region VOA!  

Congratulations to 
the incoming VOA! 
We know you will 
achieve great things 
during your term! 
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The Northeast Region Venturing Officer’s Association is proud to announce the selection of the following fantastic 
Venturers as Region Venturing Vice Presidents for the 2017-2018 officer’s term. 
 
Charles Echard from Westmoreland-Fayette Council, currently serving as the Area 4 Vice President for Administration, has 
been selected to serve as the 2017-2018 Region Venturing Vice President for Administration. 
 
Katie Rozek from Patriots’ Path Council, currently serving as the Region Venturing Vice President for Communication has 
been selected to serve as the 2017-2018 Region Venturing Vice President for Program. 
 
Michael Conroy from Westmoreland-Fayette Council, currently serving as the Area 4 President, has been selected to serve 
as the 2017-2018 Region Venturing Vice President for Communication. 
 
Please congratulate the entire Northeast Region Venturing Officer’s Association! It’s going to be a great year for Venturing 
in the Northeast Region! 



 
  Area 4 – Quad Recap  
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In April, Area 4 hosted their spring program event, Quad. This event is designed 
to bring Venturers across the area for a fun event. At this event we had record 
attendance in recent years; over one hundred seventy-five Venturers were in 
attendance. This years theme for the event was "Four Corners of the World". 
Venturers were able to enjoy rock climbing, cowboy action shooting, as well as a 
variety of different cultural activities including Native American Druming, crepe 
making, and African mask construction. National President-elect Michelle Meritt 
and Northeast Region Vice-President of Communications, Katie Rozek were 
distinguished Venturers at the event.  

 

Additionally, this event is also where council presidents from across the Area 
gather to select the new Area President. The group made an excellent selection 
and chose Billy Cebulski as the new Area 4 Venturing President. 



 
 
 
 

Crew 320 in Area 3 was chartered in late February 2017. 
Since then, they have done a lot for their community. They 
helped their local fire department for their seven-week long 
Lenten fish fry and also helped out their charter organization 
by participating in their Easter weekend bunny breakfast. 
One meeting night, they all got together and put together 
Easter baskets for the kids who would be at the breakfast. 
The baskets included stuffed animals and candy for each 
child. When Easter weekend finally came, some of their 
youth attended in full Class A uniform to serve food, clear 
tables, and even dress up as the Easter bunny. Their own 
Greg Fey put everything aside and opted to put on the 
bunny costume and greet all the kids. They all did what was 
needed by the church and definitely made the 2017 Bunny 
Breakfast one to remember. 
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Are you nervous about graduating high school and heading to 
college? Don't worry! If you’re like the students at Rensslear 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY, you will form your own 
Crew. Starting at student orientation, students found at RPI a 
ton of fellow Eagle Scouts, Summit Award Recipients, Girl 
Scout Gold Award Recipients, and people who wished they 
had Venturing back home. Working with the Archer Center 
for Student Leadership development at RPI, the newly formed 
crew has gone on an on-campus hike, a weekend over-night 
trip, and have planned for the fall when a new group of future 
Venturing members come on campus. While all of our 
Venturing members stay active back home, we provide a home 
away from home for Scouting enthusiasts who want to focus 
on Leadership, Friendship, and Service. We have also 
partnered with the Alpha Phi Omega Co-ed service group to 
fight cancer and work on outings together. APO was founded 
on the principals of scouting, so the Crew (#2718 of the Twin 
Rivers Council) and the APO chapter get along quite well.  
 
While our youth balance classes, friends, and other 
commitments, our crew looks at STEM and Outdoor based 
activities. Our plans in the future include hosting the VOA's 
training day, and helping APO with a STEM merit badge day. 
So, our tip for if you’re going to college is: stay registered at 
home, but find friends on campus that can help you bring 
Venturing to college! 

Venturing in College 
By: Casey Jakubowski, Advisor - Crew 2718  

Bunny Breakfast 
By: Alexis Bealer, Crew 320 



  

 

5 

On April 7-9, 2017, the Patriots' Path Council (PPC) Venturing Exploring eXperience Committee (VEX) held its annual 
AdVenturee. The AdVenturee is a PPC council event targeting the Venturing, Exploring and Sea Scout units.  This year’s 
event was Star Wars themed and hosted at Camp Somers, Mount Allamuchy Scout Reservation in Stanhope, NJ. In attendance 
this year were units from multiple councils and both Venturing and Exploring participated in the weekend’s activities.  
  
The program focused on high adventure activities and award requirements, all while being incredibly fun. Sessions included 
pistol shooting, archery, shotgun shooting, ATV training and riding, COPE, a night-time climb, mountain biking, land 
navigation, astronomy and rocket building. Other activities included tomahawk throwing, dessert making, candy making, 
light saber making, giant Jenga and other games. In addition to all these activities, first aid & CPR trainings were also offered.  
  
There were also STEM related activities such as a HAM radio shack and a drone demonstration throughout Saturday. One 
scout was able to communicate with someone from Austria via HAM radio.   In addition to the drone demo, the pilot flew the 
drone and recorded the action as it unfolded.    
  
Scouts also had the opportunity to participate in a camp conservation project.  The project was to help rid the camp of an 
invasive plant.  Those working on this project were aided by goats which were brought in by a local farm.   
  
On Saturday, after a full day of activities, participants were encouraged to meet at Voller’s field to participate in the launching 
of the rockets built earlier in the day. After dinner on Saturday night, the scouts were able to participate in night climb, view 
the stars and planets through a high power computerized telescope and of course, watch a Star Wars movie while enjoying 
freshly made popcorn. 
  
There were so many activities that every attendee and staff member was able to tailor the experience to their interests. Scouts 
commented on how much they enjoyed building the light saber and using them afterwards.  Other scouts found that they had 
discovered activities that planned to continue pursuing.   
One attendee said, “Pistol shooting was undoubtedly my favorite session of the day! It was great, because not only did we 
shoot at paper targets; we got to test our sharpshooting skills on playing cards, bowling pins and the “Death Star”. The pistol 
range was not only fun, but very informative thanks to the excellence of the instructor staff. This was a great camping trip and 
was definitely one of my favorites.”  
  
The event was conceived, coordinated and executed by the youth members of the PPC VEX committee. One of the goals of 
this committee is to expand the methods in which our council serves its current Venturing crews, ships, and Explorer posts. 
This event is one of many projects the committee will be using to fulfill this goal.    
  
To learn more about Venturing and the VEX committee, visit the VEX committee’s website at: 
https://ppcbsa.org/committees/youth-executive/venturing-exploring-xperience/ 

Scouts Venture out to Camp Somers for the 2017 AdVenturee 
By: Patriots’ Path Council VEX Committee 

https://ppcbsa.org/committees/youth-executive/venturing-exploring-xperience/
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Northeast Region Venturing 
(NERVE) serves more than 
18,000 Venturers in 62 
councils across 13 states, the 
Virgin Islands, Europe, and 
Puerto Rico. 

Have you done something awesome through Venturing? What about your Crew, Council, 
or Area? Have you written an article on something Venturing related? Is there something 
you would like to request more information on? Do you have pictures from a recent event? 
We want to know!  

Send any and all submissions/ideas to vpcomm@nerventuring-bsa.org 

YOU can submit articles, flyers, pictures, and ideas for this 
newsletter too! 

NER.Venturing@scouting.org 

Nerventuring-bsa.org 

Hey Venturers! What are you doing next summer? Make your plans to attend the 2017 National 
Jamboree in July 2017. Meet people from all over the country, make new friends, attend high-
energy stadium shows, and experience adrenaline-raising activities at the Summit Bechtel 
Family National Scout Reserve. For more details or to sign up today, go to BSAJamboree.org. 

Check out a cool video about it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5C3-jmEaumQ 

 

2017 National Jamboree 

Pictures from Area 4 
Phenomenon 2k17 

http://bsajamboree.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5C3-jmEaumQ
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